DERECH B'YAM

HATALMUD

KESSUVOS PEREK ONE

SECTION ONE

Excerpt of Derech B"Yam HaTalmud
on the First Perek of Mesechtas Kessuvos

Rabbi Yehuda Berinstein
Rabbi Michoel Gros

www.derechbyam.com

© 2022 by Yehuda Berinstein and Michoel Gros



http://www.derechbyam.com/

TABLE OF CONTENTS

I. Understanding Why a 712102 Should Marry on >v>2773 20y ..oiveevieennnn. 2
I1. When is there a mama 2vn if the pxwea Is Delayed?.........o.oooon ol 6
I11. What if the 7330 Was Delayed Due to an onR?.......oviiiieiiinieenn 9

IV. If an nwex Is a 773 on the Day of Her Wedding, Is the 5¥a2 Required to
Feed Her? o 12




UNIT ONE

e

Understanding Why a m=1n2 Should Marry on syea977 2

OVERVIEW

The opening /72w» and 8721 of 712170 ‘o discuss the requirement created
by the o577 for 712 to marry on Wednesday night only. What is the
reason for the requirement? Does it apply to n1»%8 as well, and if not,
what is the difference between them?
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POINTS TO CONSIDER

Issue One — Why does the mawn teach that a a»ina marries on >yvaa77 an?
The opening mwn of M3 'on brings a o°non nipn that a 72102 marries on *y>277 oy,

Several issues will be discussed in the first p7s regarding this rule, including: Is this
a requirement or only a preference? What are the reason(s) for this 7pn? Do they
apply in all cases, or are there exceptions?

Issue Two — What is the reason for the decree of ypw?

The x713 on .2 77 and later in the po says as»an y7pw — the Rabbis decreed that
mnnn should be held at least three days after naw, so that the mTwvo can be properly
prepared. Is there an underlying reason for the decree? What does it teach about the
proper priorities when planning a wedding?

The (2°nom 17pw 7"7) K" awsm swyon and the Ywov 1991987 R 7"7) 32097 Swsn
("o 17pw raww each suggest a reason for the enactment.




Summary of the mawn

The opening 7w» of m211> 'o» teaches that a 7112 can marry only on
w397 07 and an ;72»%x only on w7 or. (The 922 will later explain
the reason for the second °7.)

The /722» explains the reason behind the first rule: 2%°7 12 were open
on w7 or and w»77 or (due to the 97 n37n). If a man had a nyw
2’5103 — claim that his wife was not a ;79172 — he would 7 2935 %02
— wake up early on the morning after the wedding to go to the court
and announce his claim there.
-(nawa orpvaw A7) s"wn says that it was important for the
husband to go to 17 n°2 immediately before he had time to cool
off. His claim, if proven correct, would cause her to be mox to
him. His going to 17 n°a would cause a %p to circulate about his
allegations and encourage o>7v to come forward who are aware
of her actual status.

Summary of the X923

5o 39 asks in the name of Ys8»w: why does the ;72» says that a 77102
can marry only on *377 07?

QUESTION: What is the question of 5oy 29? Is he trying to
understand why a m21n2 must marry on sp 2277 29, or the reason
that she cannot get married on pwx=7 2y (as implied by the
mwn)?

707 37 cites the answer of 2x»w to this question. He brings another
teaching: the practice at the time was for the pr173> and s to be
one year apart. y»r »33;7 — once the date of the x>y came, the 2 was
required to feed the ;77>. Additionally, if the %2 is a j7, his 70198 is
permitted to eat ;7»771. This takes effect even if the /7277 did not yet
occur.

5% — The X721 says that it is possible that the one-year anniversary of
the 73> will fall on Sunday. One might think in such a case that the
husband is obligated to feed her beginning from that day. Therefore,
the o»o/7 taught that she does not get married until Wednesday.
-(79% n"7) s"'wn says that the mawn is teaching that in such a case,
the Sva is not required to feed his o1 if the twelve months end
on Sunday. The reason for this is because the a’non required
them to wait until Wednesday to have the pxw»i. This is not
considered to be a delay which was caused by him which he is
responsible for.



If the question of ne1 27 is why a s na should get married on s¥v2977 21, the K23
does not appear to be answering that question here.

50y° 39 responds: 2;79a87 ;7°9» (an expression of astonishment).
-(@n2aRT A0 a"T) S"Mwn says that o 21 was surprised at the
explanation given by >xmw. Further, since noy 27 forgot some of
his learning when he became sick, he questioned the accuracy of
the statement which he himself had taught.

210 *5n — This explanation is basing the teaching of the ;72w which is
N0 —an accepted 7» — on another teaching which was not accepted.
Itis illogical to do so.

The 8721 responds that both of these teachings are included in the
.

N5x — The 8721 explains the objection of 907 27 in a different way, that
there is an explicit reason for the 7 of getting married on *»°397 27 in
our 7y (so that the “va can go early to 7 72’2 when it meets the
following morning). However, %x»w appears to base his reasoning on
a different ;72w» for which no explicit reason is given.

NN 397 MWNN N NO8 — The 872 responds that since this statement
was said by S8, it is necessary to understand it in a way which is
meaningful.

oxww actually said that a ;77172 marries on 2277 27 so that if the %y
does not find 22»°0 that she is a /7272, then he will go to p7 7°2 early
the following morning.

Nwm — The X¥x1 interjects that if this is the reason for the 770, it
should be permitted for a /7172 to marry on pwx37 o as well so that
the %v2 could go to p°7 722 the following morning if necessary.

oom 7P — The 892 responds that the Rabbis wanted the /771vo of
the wedding of a /7212 to be properly prepared. This requires a
minimum of three days’ time after naw. They established the
requirement of 172 to guarantee that this occurs.

noY° 27 is saying from his teacher that there are two reasons why the o°»on said that a
72102 needs to get married on >y>277 av:
e First, due to 22 niyw — in case her claim to being a 77102 is challenged (as
taught here in the mawn).



e Second, the enactment of ytpw, to ensure that there will be adequate time to
prepare for the nmwvo.

oy — The 8721 says that since we see that the 222077 required people
to wait until »»2777 7 to get married, we learn that even though a %2
normally needs to provide 27 to his wife on the day that the sz
was supposed to occur, he does not have to do so if the delay was
imposed on him by the 22577.

Understanding the reason for the v7pw decree

QUESTION: Why did the @ am establish the y7pw rule, and how
is it a benefit to the wife?

What does the rule teach about the proper priorities when
planning a mann?

Two approaches from the as1wx= to explain the reason for yrpw

The (2117w aww 1PwayY 12087 &7 7"7) 32297 2w asks, from the words 1791
% o0, why does the xn>92 (on :3 77) say N> mia nipn by 29msn v7pw — that the
Rabbis established a rule regarding the Jewish women? Requiring nann to be
delayed until »y>2177 oy affects the jnr as well.

He says that the Rabbis wanted men to prepare the meals for the nnnn and for the
week of mona yaw early. If a man did not, he would be busy arranging them all week,
7w s 891 — and would be unable to spend time with his wife properly rejoicing
together.

The 7"am1 is explaining that the underlying reason for the enactment of y1pw was to
enable the man to rejoice with his wife and gladden her during their first week
together.

The (221 17pw 11'"7) R 2w swytn says that 2" did not want it to be easy for a
man to make a false claim on his wife (alleging that she is a 721v3), so that he would
have grounds to divorce her.

They reasoned, >722 72 > 77we2 MW 278 PR — that a man would not put so much
effort into preparing the wedding meal for no reason, if he was planning on divorcing
her immediately after. If, even after exerting himself to prepare the meal, he claimed
that she was not a 79103, there would be more reason to take his claim more seriously.

(Even though there is a mechanism in place in case a man has actual o>%1n2 nivv, the

Rabbis wanted to make sure that the jnr is sincere in his claim. Requiring a man to
spend time and money planning the 77vo would discourage any false claims.)
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UNIT TWO

=

When is there a miv 2y if the 8w Is Delayed?

OVERVIEW

The x922 discusses whether a 7v2 is required to provide 7 to his 70198
if the o°»577 require the px2; to be delayed, and whether the rule in this
case can be applied to other situations.
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POINTS TO CONSIDER

Point One — Are there differences between various cases of 03I8?

The xn3 in the middle of .2 77 (from the phrase 77 "»a7 82°K1) says that noy 27 asks:
a 1nn is required to support his 7325 beginning from the wedding day (even if they do
not wed). Does this obligation applies even if he is sick? Is his sickness like other
cases of o1x which exempt him from beginning to support her?

What is no1° 21 asking? Since being sick is an o1x, the Hva should not be required to
begin supporting his wife. Further, the x5 compares this case to an onx created by
a o°non nipn which exempts the husband from paying. If a rule created by the o°»on
exempts a man from paying, then certainly an illness brought on him by a»w should
do so.

See the (X127 1% 17"'7) nxaPn 7ww who suggests two ways to answer these questions
and to explain the xana.




Summary of the X923

The 89721 in the middle of .2 57 teaches that if y»r 27 — if the time
scheduled for sz arrives and the couple does not get married, the
7va2 must provide nm» for the 72x. However, if the day fell on o»
neao7, the 7m0 is postponed until »»°297 2. In such a case, the %»2 is
not required to provide mm.

75%9% — The X921 says: it follows that if either party is sick or the woman
Is a /772, the man is also not required to provide m» for his /70198,

79 w27 N3N — The 8721 says that some o8 7wx ask this statement of
no* 39 as a question:

Novas — What is the p>7 if the man is sick on the day on which the 7207
was supposed to occur? ss» x»yv an7 — Do we say that this resembles
the case of the ;707 falling on pwa7 or, since the wedding must be
postponed because of an onx? If so, the v would not be required to
feed the 72N,

N»b7 8 — Perhaps the case of the %v2 being sick is different and the
husband would have to provide 72772 to his 70198.

The question of the & n3 is whether the husband should be exempt from supporting
his 7o if the Rl is postponed because of other cases of onx.

The (8n2>7 1% 17"7) n¥2pR T asks two questions:

First, why does no° 21 have a question in the & nx here? It should be obvious that if
either party is sick, these are cases of o13x which should exempt the 5y2 from starting
to provide support.

Second, why does the x7n3x suggest that a difference between the cases might apply
since the o1 in the first case is because of a o°»on nipn? If a situation created by the
o°na11 is considered an o1, then certainly one which occurs without warning from
o°»w should be considered to be an onx.

The v°w suggests two approaches to answer these questions.

Approach One

First, he explains that when the yxw»1 was supposed to occur on nwxan av and is
postponed to *¥°27:7 oy, it is to the woman’s benefit that there be ample time to

prepare for the nmvo for the nnnn. Since the delay is for her benefit, it is
understandable that she should not receive her mm for the interim days.



However, when the 7w is sick, delaying the pxw»a is not a benefit to her. The same
rationale does not apply to explain why she should lose her ma.

This approach differentiates between cases in which the delay is for her benefit or it is
not.

Approach Two

The mv>w suggests (from the words apw ¥%1) that when nwx-i o1° comes (and the
couple wait until >¥°2977 01 to marry), we do not view this an o1x that would require
the Hva to begin supporting her. Rather we consider that the time of the n3nn has not
arrived, since the o>non push off the day of the wedding until >¥>2977 av.

The ~ws (which prevents the couple from marrying) is not because of o1 in this
case, but because it has not yet reached the time when the husband is 2>r to support
his wife. If so, we have no precedent from here that other cases of onx should exempt
the va from payment.

bax — However if either party is sick on the day of the n11nm, this is a different issue, a
question of o1X. It is appropriate that the xnax asks if the Hva is obligated to provide
M to the awex.



UNIT THREE

=

What if the v Was Delayed Due to an o118?

OVERVIEW

The 921 suggests that if a ;7077 is delayed due to the /72~ being sick, she
can claim »77w 757702 — his field is flooded and therefore you still need
to provide 7 to me.

The omwa9 disagree on the meaning of this phrase and the obligation it
creates on the %va.
nINIPR RN

STAAN RONA RPDT7 IR 7 "2 XRXAN ARY - .2 R e
"R TIEMINDI 1O TR NIXR

(7w 75mN01 A"7) 2 =" e
(77w 7ONNDI W 7"'7) :2 - §"'ann e
(TMR XN A"7) 2-"own e

POINTS TO CONSIDER

Point One — Understanding the opinion that the ynm should provide support
The xan3 says that if a 12 becomes sick and cannot marry on the designated
wedding day, she can say to him, y7w enne: — his field is flooded — so you have to
provide for me.

The o>1wxn disagree on the meaning of this phrase and why it creates an obligation
on the Hva.

See (17w 7onNO1 1"7) v"wA on .2 as explained by the (W7w momnDI WIreY 7"T) 3 ann.
(7mR X*¥n 17"7) "o on @2 7 presents two different approaches.

Which issue underlies their explanations?




Summary of the X923

79 °v27 898 — The 8721 says that there are those who ask whether a
2v2 needs to feed the 7z~ if the 7207 was delayed because he was sick.

5 N¥»n o8y — The x91 does not resolve this question, but asks
another question. According to the opinion that the %2 needs to feed
the 7228 when he is sick (meaning that an onx does not exempt him
from his obligation to support her), then %72 x*7 7757 — what is the 7
if the ;70777 is postponed because she is sick?

7% 98 832 — In this case, the 52 could say to her, 8282 87 828 — |
am ready to get married. It is your fault that we are not marrying and
therefore I do not need to support you.

N»b7 I8 — Alternatively she can say to him, %772 79770702 — your field is
flooded, so you have to provide for me, even though we are not
marrying on the designated date.

The %73 here suggests that since the 212°v is related to her, it should cause that he
does not need to provide her with m. The & n3 responds that she might still be able
to claim y77w nonnoa and that he would still need to give her marn.

QUESTION: What is the meaning of the phrase y7w emno1 and
how does it obligate the »va to provide ma» according to this
opinion?

The 21wrs disagree on the meaning of the ya7w menne: and why it creates an
obligation on the %wa.

(17w nonno1 ") ""w on .2 says that the woman is saying to the Hva, “it is as if your
field was flooded with nm® 9un — damaging rain.” This is to say that your 21 is
responsible because you have an obligation to provide ni» for me from today. It is
your field that was “flooded.”

The (7w ndnno1 wioy 7'"7) §'"anmn explains >"w9. The woman is saying that even
though the delay is from me, since it was not my fault, you must still support me.

The onx is your responsibility. | am like your field which got ruined which you are
obligated to repair.

The 7"an1 says that there are two factors which cause the va to be obligated to

provide mnm: The nwr did not cause the delay, and he has a requirement to feed her.
Together these factors make him responsible according to this opinion.
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(7R X% 1"7 :2) "en argues with *"w L

'oin gives two answers. In his first approach he says that the illness of the iw>x caused
a delay in the fulfillment of 7271 7°95 since the nnnn was delayed. Since 727 9 is

an obligation on the husband and not the wife, the delay is viewed as a punishment on
him and not her. Therefore, it cannot be said that her 5 caused this.

According to 'on, the issue is who is being punished. A person is considered
responsible for an event even when a factor prevents him from fulfilling a mx»
incumbent on him. Since women are not commanded in 17°27 7779, it cannot be said
that the woman’s 51 caused the delay of the wedding. However, a man is obligated in
72 7219, Consequently, the delay in the fulfillment of the m1xn» is considered to be a
punishment for him. It follows that the delay does not exempt him from his obligation
to provide mnra.

In Summary

The focus of »""w= is on the responsibility of the Yva to provide nimn to his wife. This
begins on the day the 1nn is schedule for. Any event which delays this (unless it is
deliberately caused by her) is due to his 1 and therefore he is required to provide
mar.

The focus of '=n is on culpability. If one person is prevented from fulfilling an
obligation incumbent on him, it is a punishment to him and it is viewed as if he
caused it.

! The ooavxy miaxa says that even though this 'oin appears on '2 71y, it refers to the X3 on 'k Ty,
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UNIT FOUR

=

If an mwsx Is a 771 on the Day of Her Wedding,
Is the ®v2 Required to Feed Her?

OVERVIEW

The x921 discusses a case in which a wedding was pushed off because
the woman is a /772. Does this exempt the husband from supporting her
from this point on?
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POINTS TO CONSIDER
Point One — Is the %ya obligated to provide for his wife in all cases of 5771 fe995?

(7w 751n03 7"7) 3"'wA on 'R Ty says that the term 137w nonnoa teaches that the Hva
remains obligated to provide for his wife when she becomes sick because this is an
unanticipated occurrence. He is only mw»s from paying when she herself actively
causes the delay.

How would *"w~ explain the difference which the X913 makes on a2 Tny between
non nyw and non nyw Xow? These are factors which are not in the control of the
7w R. Why should the 5¥a be mvws from paying in the first case?

See the (2n2 "1 X"2v™m 7"7) nxaPR TV

Point Two — Who was SRnX a9?

The x7»3 quotes an approach of sxnx 29 regarding when a man is obligated to
support his 17%. It introduces his statement with the word v ws, which not a typical
w5, Why does it use this word here? What does it tell us about his np17nn with 29
WR?
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Summary of the X923

377 — The 8921 on the bottom of .2 97 asks about a woman who is a
7772 707°0 on the day when her psw2 is scheduled to occur. Can she
say "y77w 797002" to her %va (to claim that he is responsible for the
delay)?

7% wasn X% 7non nywa — The 8921 says that this question cannot be
asked when the woman became a /77; on the day she expected her flow
to begin. It is obvious that the >»2 is not required to provide mm» at
this time.

7% sv3°n %> — The X921 on the top of 2 7»y says that this question can
be asked only 7707 nywa 852 — when the woman’s flow comes in a
time that she did not expect. Can she claim that she is obligated to
receive mnm» from the %2 because she could not have anticipated
becoming a /77; at this time?

Alternatively, since 57207017 N2 827 22 N5°N — the cycles of some
women are irregular, such an occurrence should be considered like
7non nyw and therefore she should not be entitled to receive M.

QUESTION: How would >"w= explain the question of the xa%2s
here?

(7w momno1 a'"7) ""we on 'k Tny explains that the claim 177w fonno1 is that the
husband is obligated to feed his wife. His responsibility is not lessened because an

unanticipated event occurred to her.

If so, the case of 771 7070 should be the same and it should have the same 7°7 as the
illness of the woman. How then would >"w= explain the 12> which the X3 makes
between non nyw and non nyw &5w? In both cases, the pxw»1 was delayed and

according to >"w", the man should be responsible to provide marn.

Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman in (2"op) asmwsw y23p asks: according to the way in
which the 7"2an1 explains >"w, the man is always 2>r to provide mm, except when

she causes the delay.

Since the mwk did not willingly cause the delay when she is a 7771 77070 (in the nyw

nom case), why is she not entitled to receive nain?

Rav Wasserman does not give an answer.
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The (2n> "1 X"2v°7m 7"7) NX2PR MW suggests an approach for >"w to explain the
X713 0N 2 7.

The nv*w explains that yar ysam — if the date scheduled for the pxw»1 arrives and the
wife is sick — the obligation of the Sva to support her is not affected.

However, 771 oo is different. If the day of the X1 arrives and the woman is a 1773,
the couple is not permitted to marry. It is therefore considered as if the day of the
PRl did not arrive (327 ¥937 X9). As a result, the Sv2 is not obligated to provide for
her.

*"wa would hold that a Hva is obligated to provide for the nwex in a normal situation
once the day of the P& arrives. However, if the woman is a 771 7o, it is
considered as if the day of the 1"x1°1 has not yet come.

(This is similar to a 8120 which the v w suggests to explain why the 52 is not
required to provide nin for a pxwe1 scheduled for pwxan or. Since the oonon do not
permit the marriage to occur on that day, it is considered jnr 337 X7.)

The xans continues

vy — The 8721 brings two answers to the question of whether the 52
is required to support his wife if the p» is delayed due to her being
a Ihwy) hyws Ko 772 707%0.

Answer One

vwo — The X721 quotes s87a 29 who makes a 217 from a mw» on 97
2 which says: ey 8% o1 »7 — if the time of the 7nn07 arrives
without them getting married — the v is required to provide m7 to
her and she can eat 72)7.

W78 27 notes that the 7» there does not say w2 8% — he did not
marry her. Rather it says 22 8% — they do not marry. This alludes to
a delay which was caused by the woman as well.

7 %9%7 — He asks: what is the case? 728 2oy 827 o8 — if the 72N
willingly delays the ps:, why should the %2 be obligated to feed
her?

He answers: 02787 8% 858 — it must be that the ;72w» refers to a case
in which the 822 was delayed due to an o:x which occurred to her.
For this reason, the 5v3 is obligated to feed her.

So too, if the woman is a 772 on the day of the a2, this is a situation
of onx. Consequently, the %v2 is required to provide for her.

14



Answer Two

*wN 37 suggests a different answer and explanation of the wording of
the later 7w».

75 82N 2595 — In all cases of onx, the 728 does not eat from the food
of the 2.

X270 — When the later 7w» says that the wedding is delayed and the
2va2 must provide support, %728 %2592 — it refers to a situation in which
the husband causes the delay.

75 523287 N7 2721 — And in truth, the later 72 should state s 85
— “they (masculine, referring to the husbands) did not marry,” to
indicate this. The reason it is written as wzy 8% (they do not marry) is
to match the beginning of the ;72z» which is written regarding %77°72 —
they (feminine, referring to the wives).

Therefore, we do not see from the later 7awn a case in which the wife caused the
delay.

In Summary

WX 27 argues with *xnx 29. According to °xnx 27, even if the couple does not marry
when the year ends because of o, the o°non obligated the husband to support her.
*wx 27 learns that the husband does not have to support her if the delay is due to onx.
He explains that the phrase in the mi1wn which seems to say otherwise is written that
way only because of symmetry.

QUESTION ONE: The word "wws" is not a typical yw» of a
R, Why is it used in this case to introduce the statement of 2
SRNIR?

QUESTION TWO: Is »wx 29 arguing on sxnx 29? The wording
of the X723 does not seem to indicate a typical npyoma.

(Rnx 27 vwo 7"7) ' brings a npY?nn among the Mmoo *2¥2 on how to learn the text
here.

He quotes the a'"aw= who says that *xnx 27 here is 383 sRnR 29, one of the Gaonim
and the author of the minoxw. The o"awn explains that he lived after the period of the
XK, and that the X723 should read "7:1". According to this reading, *wx 21 (who
lived at the end of the period of the o*x7K) was responding to him and suggesting a
different approach.

'01n rejects this approach. He quotes an 11329 who says that *xnx 27 was an X1k and
the o>k sometimes use atypical niw>.
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