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How To Use This E-Book

Derech B’Yam HaTalmud provides a guided approach to aid in the learning and teaching
of 1°va xna. This E-Book is arranged to provide the tools to encourage independent study
of the &7mx and its commentators (but it is not a replacement for learning directly from a
teacher).

The E-Book is divided into two sections which cover the &3n»3 from .13-:71 77 w23 'on.

Each Section is divided into two segments. The first is a guide for the Preparation of the
X723 and the commentators. The second is the Analysis of these sources.

The Preparation segment begins with an Overview which provides a summary of the
particular issues which will be covered in the section.

Following the Overview is a list of mmpn nxn sources which should be learned in
preparation. The sources will be analyzed and explained within the Analysis portion.

The nyipn nxn do not list every comment of >"w=, but it is recommended to learn all of
his comments on the piece of X723 since they provide essential background information.
Specific comments of >"w= are highlighted, and they should be learned in depth since they
will be analyzed in the text.

Next is the Points to Consider page which highlights particular themes and topics which
you should explore as you learn the sources. These items will be discussed in the analysis
text of the unit.

The Analysis segment of each section follows the Points to Consider page. It begins with
an indented, italicized summary of the specific section of 73 which will be discussed.
This is followed by the text which guides the learning and examination of the sources.
Other citations of the X3 appear throughout the analysis section also as indented text.

Questions brought in the text explore specific issues which will be addressed. It is
recommended to try to suggest answers to these questions on your own before seeing how
the text answers them.

Please send comments and questions to derechbyam@gmail.com

Wishing you tremendous success in your learning,

Michoel Gros
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SECTION ONE

%}
What Did Kamtza Do Wrong?
(Why is he blamed for the destruction of avw=°)?

JI-:71 07 PUoa 'on

OVERVIEW

Beginning on the bottom of :771 77 1°v°3, the X713 recounts several of the
tragedies which befell the Jewish people during the 321, as well as the
causes of these events.

The commentators discuss some of the factors which led to these
tragedies.
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SECTION ONE

e

POINTS TO CONSIDER

Point One — When is it good to be afraid?

The &7n3 on the bottom of :771 1°v°3 quotes a verse from Mishlei which says that it is good
for a person to be in a constant state of fear.

How can this statement be understood? Why would this be a praiseworthy emotion?

In addition, the x7nx appears to be using this statement as an introduction to its
recounting of the events of the j21n which follow. What is the connection between this
statement and those events?

See ("on" A7) "wm and ("...w R wR" 7"7) '©10 who suggest explanations of the verse
and how it connects to the events of the j27m.

Point Two — Why does the 823 focus on the destruction of as»wy=»
specifically?

The x7n3 says that the episode of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza was the reason that the city of
o°owh was destroyed during the 329m. From the way that the X7nx presents the story, it
would seem to be saying that this is the reason for the entire 727, not only of the city of
oo, Why does the X say that this is the reason that o°%w1> was destroyed
specifically?

See the ("78n 2NN TV "R A"T-0 MITAR W) DR,

Point Three — Why is Kamtza blamed for the y39n?

The xnx describes a fight between Bar Kamtza and an unnamed enemy of his (the host
of the party), but it says that the 121 was caused by Kamtza and Bar Kamtza. What was
Kamtza’s role in the incident, and why is he blamed for the destruction?

The ("0°w17 2170 R¥AP 121 RIAPR" 7"7) ¥ 32 and the ("wR" MTAR wiTn) B
discuss details of the episode, how the men’s names allude to the events and why
Kamtza was culpable.
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Summary of the xa%a

The 5922, beginning towards the bottom of /77 97 pw2, discusses the causes
of the 72977 of the second 77»:7 722 and certain events related to it.

72710 929 98 — The 8922 begins its account with an elucidation of a verse
from Mishlei which teaches: "...7»n 7702 078 *wN" — “praiseworthy is
the man who is always afraid. ”

UESTION: Why does the verse teach that it is good for a person to be
afraid? It would appear that being afraid is not a proper emotion!

What is the value of the fear that the verse advocates, and how does it relate
to the story of the j2an?

("7mon" 17"7) s"w= explains that the oo is teaching that a person should contemplate his
actions and worry that a negative outcome might emerge from them.

("...w>R wR" 7"7) '©I0 gives two lessons of this verse:

First, a person needs to be afraid lest he forgets his learning. Therefore 75%n wnawn 5y 210
— he should constantly review what he learns so this does not occur.

Second, 'on explains that many of the events of the j21n were caused because particular
Jews who an1ow anaw 211 By mws — trusted in the security of their personal situations.
This gave them excessive confidence and caused them to act inappropriately.
Specifically, he says this caused the host of the party to embarrass Bar Kamtza, as the
X3 will teach, and to react strongly in an episode which the xanx will recount later
involving the daughter of the Caesar.

ARTYY TR 2nh 9 — He says that the Jews in these two events should have been afraid
and feared that maw=1p — repercussions — might come from their actions.

'D1n says that this is an appropriate type of fear, aima Tron» 278 %7 XYY — it is not
similar to fear for no reason, which people should avoid.



(We see from the explanations of >"w1 and 'o1n the importance of anticipating the
outcomes of one’s actions. The necessity of this outlook can be seen in the way that the
X7nx presents the events of the 1271 here. It explains that seemingly insignificant actions
by multiple people had dramatic effects which ultimately led to the destruction of the n°a
wIpni.)

2°5217° 2997 N3 937 N3N — The X921 continues and says that the city
of 2°%219° was destroyed because of an episode involving the men Kamtza
and Bar Kamtza.

..2797 8n5un8 — The 8920 mentions other locales which were also
destroyed during the years of the 7297, due to particular events which
occurred there. The 8721 will elucidate each event on the coming pages.

The &7n3 in v 77 X1 'on says that the 12n7 of the second w7pnn n°2 was caused by the
nan nRaw — baseless hatred — among the Jewish people at the time.

The ("..."2 w7pn 2aR" 7"7) KR'"w=2 in X1 says that the episode of Kamtza and Bar
Kamtza is a sign of the aam nxaw which was prevalent among the Jewish people in this
time period. The incident involving them marked the beginning of the ja1r.

QUESTION: There appears to be an incongruity here. Since the story of

Kamtza and Bar Kamtza was a sign of the aim nxiw which caused the
overall 329 of the wepni ns2, why does the xa»a here say that it was the
cause of the destruction of as»en= in particular? Why is it focusing on only
one part of the tragedy?

Does the 82 here specifically focus on the city of av»w=> to match the
other episodes that it mentions, or is it teaching a particular message?

The ("78n 211121 7v "R 7"7-1 MITAR W) B says that each of the locations listed
here was destroyed due to a specific reason which was appropriate for it.

He explains that the wpni n»a and the city of o>%w17 are locations which represent the
unity of the Jewish people, where they come together nx wsx> — like one person. The
goal of the wpnn n»a is to bring o>w among the members of the nations. He notes, for
example, that there is only a single nam (altar) inside the w7pnn n°2 where offerings can
be brought, representing the Jewish people coming together to serve '3. This in
comparison to the earlier practice of allowing each person to build his own m%2 — private
altar — where he can offer his own ma2ap.



Therefore, he says that when the X3 attributes the destruction of o*>w to the story of
Kamtza and Bar Kamtza, it is indicating that the division between people which was seen
in the story was the cause of the 127n1 of both the w7pni n°a and the city of o>, Since
both of these locations represent unity, they were destroyed due to axn nxaw expressed in
this episode.

252190 21977 K¥M? 937 8¥»PN — The 8922 continues and explains the details
of the story of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza:

N922 N7 — There was a man, 822 72777 — who had a friend named
Kamtza, x¥»» 93 ;7337 b¥37 — and an enemy named Bar Kamtza.

NnTIP0 722 — The man made a party. ""Nex 55 508 51" 1yawh 255 9N —
He told his servant, “go, bring Kamtza.” 8327 93 ;7% sn*8 18 — He went
and instead brought Bar Kamtza to the party.

200 77 omown 8ax — (When the host arrived at the party) he found that
Bar Kamtza was sitting there. 83777 X327 Yv2 8923 8377 5790”7705 N
8922 — He (the host) asked him, “since you are the enemy of this man
(me),” "m0 2yp 2897 ova se»” — “What are you doing here? Get up and
leave!”

"SNANY DNuT" 5 9N — Bar Kamtza replied, “since | already came,”
NN NIDONT T2 0T 70 N12%70 jpaw”’ — “let me be and | will pay you
for what | eat and drink.” 85" /7% 928 — The host replied, “No!”

"TNTIVOT RAVD W7 TP K137 ;1b 8 — Bar Kamtza said, “1 will pay you
for half of the entire meal. ” Again, the host refused.

"....7°% 928" — Bar Kamtza then offered to pay for the entire meal, but his
offer was rejected.

STPONY TPINY 7073 722 — The host then grabbed Bar Kamtza and threw
him outside.

"NTD NITOI NP TN YO T3 7 KDY 1227 030 0T N7 9uN - Bar Kamtza
said (to himself), “since the Rabbis were sitting there and did not protest,
it must be that they agreed with him.”

NOY» 2 N3P 472 D3N N’ — I will go and spread rumors to the
Roman government about the Jews. ” (As explained by s"'29.)



The ("...2>X17 ax1" 7"7) 8"wamm explains that the Rabbis in attendance felt that they did
not have the ability to protest against the host’s actions. (However, their hesitancy to
respond may have been incorrect.)

The ("...2°X3m K" 17"7) 27928 no9a cites :v°p 7 naw 'on which attributes the 3291 to the
failure of the Rabbis at the time to give proper iman — rebuke — to people. The n>72
0712aR says that this episode is an example of that statement.

The x7n3 also says that another cause of the 1291 is that people failed to give proper
respect to Torah scholars. This was also seen in this episode (through the actions of Bar
Kamtza).

QUESTION: The xmx continues and explains how Bar Kamtza falsely

accused the Jewish nation of rebelling against the Roman empire, which
ultimately led them to destroy the wTpnm noa. However, the roots of that
tragedy came from the events which occurred at the party between him
and the host.

If so, why does the 82%3 say that av»w=> was destroyed due to both Kamtza
and Bar Kamtza? The episode related by the xa»x only involves a fight
between the host of the party and Bar Kamtza. Why is Kamtza blamed for
the 3291 as well, since it appears from the text of the x=mx that he was not
involved in the story at all?

The ("2°%w1° 2071 R¥np 121 X¥npR" 17"'7) $7°997° 32 cites the apw» 319w who asks: Kamtza
had no role in the episode! The k3 should therefore say that o°%w17> was destroyed only
due to Bar Kamtza.

The y717° 12 suggests an answer to this question. He cites the teaching (from :71 naw 'on)
of: mmom R9Y nImmb 1792 wow o Ho7 — any person who has the ability to protest another
person’s actions and does not, 2w ¥ 22777 X9p1 — the event is called by his name.

He explains that when the host yelled at Bar Kamtza to leave the party, Kamtza was also
sitting in the house. He had the ability to protest and convince the host not to throw out
Bar Kamtza. Since he did not do so, he is considered a partner in the host’s actions and its
repercussions.

The vy 32 cites the ("...21R7 2nR" 7"7) R"wm» who suggests that Kamtza was the father
of Bar Kamtza, and he was aware of the ill feelings between the host and his son. He
should have tried to make 015w between them. Since he did not, the event is called by his
name.



The ("wx" M7aR w17m) 2" says that the names of the men involved in the episode
allude to their errors. He says that the name Kamtza represents 71921 py2r — separation
and divisiveness. He cites several examples in which words with the root y»p represent
separation, including the act of s7x>ap, of separating a portion of flour to place it on the
nann.

The 5" explains that the men in this episode (Bar Kamtza and the host) were known in
0°%w17 because of the severity of their fight. Their actions were the cause of the
destruction of the very city which stands for the unity of the Jewish people.

But if so, what did Bar Kamtza do wrong? What does the & n3 say that he is one of the
causes of the 127n?

The 5"~ answers that the friendship between Kamtza and Bar Kamtza was a one of
7179, of separating from and excluding others. Kamtza was aware of the fight which was
raging between Bar Kamtza and the party’s host. He knew that by befriending Bar
Kamtza, this would further enflame the fight, and yet he did not hesitate to do so.

Thus, instead of the friendship between Kamtza and Bar Kamtza being one which would
encourage more love among members of the Jewish people, it caused just the opposite,
more division between people.

The purpose of o>5w1 is to unite the Jews, so it was appropriately destroyed due to nxw
nan present in the people of the time, as displayed by Kamtza and Bar Kamtza, the men
whose very names represent separation.
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SECTION TWO

=
A Plot Fueled by Anger

A1 07 U 'on

OVERVIEW

The &an3 on .11 continues its discussion of the story involving Bar
Kamtza. It relates how he went to the Roman government and falsely
accused the Jews of rebelling against them.

The R 11 centers on the debate of the Rabbis concerning how to
respond to Bar Kamtza’s plot. The commentators analyze their
arguments.
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SECTION TWO

e

POINTS TO CONSIDER

Point One — Understanding the allusions of the a2

See the ("...xmm 72 R7WT" 7"7) R'"wAR who says that the o°mn which Bar Kamtza
made in the animal contain allusions to the sins of the Jews of the generation.

Point Two — Understanding the deliberation of the Rabbis

The &7n3 says that the Rabbis considered accepting the Caesar’s sacrifice, even though
it had a om. How could they do so, since this would violate a negative prohibition?

They also considered killing Bar Kamtza to stop him from returning to the Caesar to
report that the Jews did not accept his 127p. Why did he deserve this?

See the »ox% in ("...07Ww5" 7"7) Pwsa B 779ma7 a2 and the ("..amamw” 3"7) R e
(brought in the o>w19n 11P%°) who explain points in the conversation of the Rabbis.

The ("X Xp17" 79 "Inym" 7"7-n 1) '8 provides deep insight into the underlying
issues of the episode, Bar Kamtza’s plot and the response of the Rabbis.

Point Three — Which event(s) caused the j29n?

The &7nx here attributes the 3291 to several people and events. Did all of these together
cause the 3217 together, or did they each lead to specific parts of it?

The ("... % 2R 7"7) R"wamn and the ("...572°903" 7"7) 9w a'"an discuss the
interplay of the various people and circumstances cited by the xana.

12
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Summary of the 23

The X3 towards the top of .11 77 continues its explanation of the events
which led to the destruction of o°>w17° and the wpni noa.

"NOY» 92 KX 72 D10k B3R — The 8921 says that after Bar Kamtza was
thrown out of the party in the presence of the Rabbis, he decided to travel
to the Roman government to make a false and malicious claim that the
Jews were rebelling against them.

"SNTIT 721790 20%75 70 9N Bix — He went to the Caesar and said, “the
Jews are rebelling against you.”

"99% " "% — The Caesar replied to him, “who told you?”

"D 10399 N DT N33R 7o 9T B8 — He replied, “send an animal (to
the w7>»7 7°3) as an offering and see if it is accepted. ”

NnSn R 772 972 Div — He went and sent with Bar Kamtza a third-born
cow (a choice offering). 2°now 253 82 7752 N7 *ANPT *772 — As Bar
Kamtza was bringing it up, he made a 29 —wound — in the animal ’s upper
lip. pyaw p»r72 75 s93087 — Others say that he caused a cataract to form
in the animal’s eye.
-The ("...xmn 72 R7WT" 7"7) R"w9n2 says that the placement of the
o was an allusion to the sins of the Jews which led to the 327n.
According to the opinion that Bar Kamtza made a o in the animal’s
lip, this is representative of the Jews of the generation speaking 1w%
bl

According to the opinion that he injured the animal’s eye, this is a
sign of the Jews’ negative outlook towards others, specifically
shown by the party’s host not wanting Bar Kamtza to benefit from
his party, and then by embarrassing him.

NYT N2 IND NTTTOY N2 7T p70T9T RnovT — The 89w says that the
particular location of the wound invalidates an offering according to the
Jews, but it does not do so according to the rules of the non-Jews.

13



The 8922 continues and describes the debate among the Rabbis of how to
respond to Bar Kamtza'’s attempt to frame the Jewish people:

727975 1239 9930 — The Rabbis thought that they should offer the animal,
Mo oy5w oy — to encourage peace with the government.

AT 233 P39 PR Y3 1IN OYIPAN )2 7797 339 13b 9N — Rav
Zecharia ben Avkulos said, “if we do so, people will say that it is permitted
to sacrifice blemished animals.”

N2°D1 Dorh 8D7 7obppinY 9120 — The Rabbis then suggested that they should

kil Bar Kamtza to prevent him from returning to the Caesar and

maligning the Jews by saying that they refused to accept his offering.
-The "% in ("..27w%" 73"7) P By 779man noa explains that it
would have been permitted to kill Bar Kamtza because he was guilty
of inciting the non-Jewish government against the Jews.

39T 2T 2 DO 1IN 7701 %27 17 N — Rav Zecharia said, “if
we do so, people will say that anyone who makes a blemish in the body of
an offering is killed” (but this is incorrect).

"05IPAN 12 70757 027 b wmanmay” ymy 037 8 — Rebbi Yochanan said,

“due to the humility of Rav Zecharia ben Avkulos, 1992 1203 AN 72°977"

"I3NY 2057 1957 AN — “our house (the w77 7°2) was destroyed,

and the sanctuary was burnt and we were exiled from our land.”
-("ymanmay" 7"7) s"wn says the term humility here refers to the
excessive tolerance of Rav Zecharia ben Avkulos that he did not
permit Bar Kamtza to be killed.

Several questions need to be answered to understand these events:

QUESTION ONE: What was the consideration of the Rabbis of nio%» 2w,
and why would this have permitted them to accept an offering which had
aam?

UESTION TWO: What was the final decision of the Rabbis? Was the calf
brought as an offering?

QUESTION THREE: There was an easier solution to the dilemma of the

Rabbis. Why did they not send a message to the Caesar that they could not
accept an animal with a blemish? This would have avoided the
misunderstanding which led to the destruction!

14



Q UESTION FOUR: What is the meaning of the phrase, the humility of Rav
Zecharia ben Avkulos, and why was it the cause of the destruction?

Understanding the term mo%» av»w and why it would have allowed the acceptance of
the blemished animal from the Caesar

The x7n3 says that the Rabbis considered accepting the animal of the Caesar, despite its
disqualifying o, for the purpose of maintaining peace with the Roman government.

How can this be understood, since offering an animal with a 0w as a 127y is a mwyn X7
(negative prohibition)?

The ("..amamay" 13"7) nven y'"=mn (brought in the oowHon vIPY°) cites the (7:1390) 2m92R 10
who explains that it is permitted to violate a nwyn &% for the purpose of n1s%mm noR —
fear of the government. In this case, the Roman government was threatening the entire
Jewish people, so it would have been warranted for them to offer the blemished 1297 to
avoid this danger.

The nvi y"nn cites an opinion of the X3 in ki1 'on which says that Shimon HaTzaddik
was permitted to leave the wpnn n»a wearing the clothing of the 5173 375 to greet
Alexander the king (even though this is normally not allowed). There as well, this was a
unique case because of a fear that Alexander would act harshly against the Jews if not
given the proper respect.

The nvn y"n continues and says that the Jews would have been justified in killing Bar
Kamtza because he had the status of a 5719 — pursuer, whom it is permitted to Kill.
However Rav Zecharia ben Avkulos convinced them no to do so. He did not hold himself
to have enough standing as a leader of the nation to be able to order Bar Kamtza to be
killed in this case.

This is the meaning of the statement that the excessive humility of Rav Zecharia ben
Avkulos was the cause of the ja1r. According to the conclusion of the X3, Rav Zecharia
acted improperly, and he should have let Bar Kamtza be executed.

The nvn y"n compares Rav Zecharia’s actions to the statement of the x7»3 that the

Rabbis should have protested the actions of the host when he ejected Bar Kamtza from
his party.

Understanding why the Jews could not accept the blemished animal

15



The (">xw° ®p17" 7v "anym" 7"7-n :71) 9'"mn says that the events of the 127n of w1
began due to the actions of Kamtza (and Bar Kamtza) and continued until the destruction
of the wpnn na. He explains that the city of o> and the nam bring nyasow —
completion — to the entire world. He cites a Midrash which says that if the non-Jews
would be aware of the benefit which the wpni n°a provides to them, they would have
built it themselves out of gold.

He says that since the w7pni n°2 is meant to bring n» 5w to the entire world (and not only
to the Jewish people), therefore the 7790 commands us to accept (certain) offerings sent
by non-Jews (see :3y 77 mnan 'on).

For this reason as well, the non-Jews do not have a desire to destroy the wpni n°a. The
destruction could only be due to an event of disunity among the Jews themselves, which
would conflict with the goal of mn>w which the wpni n°a is supposed to provide.
Therefore when Bar Kamtza separated himself from the Jewish people to try to persuade
the Romans to attack them, this set the events of the destruction in motion.

The 5" nn says that even though the wpni n°a serves a purpose for the entire world,
ultimately it belongs to the Jewish people, and it demonstrates that we are not under the
control of the non-Jewish nations.

Bar Kamtza wished to made this point clear to the Caesar, that the Jews do not consider
themselves to be under his control, specifically due to the presence of the wipni n»a
among them. Therefore, he specifically engineered a plot which he knew would cause a
rift between the Jewish people and the Roman government regarding this point.

The &3 emphasizes that the blemish which he caused in the animal invalidates it only
for the Jews, but not for the Romans. The %"-nn says that the non-Jews look at the overall
body of the animal to judge if it is fit to be an offering. It is permitted to bring a 127 with
a slight imperfection, as long as it is not missing an entire limb.

However for an animal to be fit to be a j27p for the Jewish people, it must be perfect in its
body and all of its details.

The Rabbis knew that if they sent a message to the Caesar that his animal was unfit to be
offered, this would emphasize the difference between our rules and theirs. But of even
greater importance, it would demonstrate that the wpni n°a itself shows that the Jewish
people are not under the control of the Romans.

The Caesar wished that the entire world would be under his control. The presence of the
Jewish nation as an independent entity to his rule, as shown by the presence of the n°a
wIpnn, was a clear statement that we were not under his control. The Caesar would be
enraged if he heard this.

16



Recognizing that this was the intent of Bar Kamtza, the Rabbis knew that they could not
send a message to the Caesar explaining the true reason why they did not accept his
offering.

UESTION FIVE: The xa»3 here attributes the destruction to Rav Zecharia
ben Avkulos, but the x=%» earlier attributed it to the amm nx1w from the
episode of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza. Which of these is the true cause?

Q UESTION SIX: How can the 223 here attribute all of the events of the j29n
to the actions of the men who were involved in this episode, since the x7%2s
elsewhere attributes it the original events of the spies?

The ("...mR> mR" 7"7) K" w978 suggests that even though the exile of the Jews had
already been decreed due to the o nxiw of the time, this did not necessarily mean that
the wpnn n°2 would have been destroyed. He says that it is possible that if the Jews had
accepted the Caesar’s blemished animal and offered it on the ram, the Romans would
have spared the wpni noa.

However once the Jews did not bring the Caesar’s offering, the was the final seal in the
minds of the Romans on their decision to destroy the w7pni n°2 because they said, “for
what use is this to us?”

The ("...72>ma" 7"7) @ a'"=a» says that even though the destruction of the wipni n°a
had already been decreed, these events caused the 1217 to occur at this moment.

Derech B’Yam HaTalmud provides a
guided approach to aid in the learning and teaching of the
Gemara with the understanding of the commentators.

For additional material, visit
www.derechbyam.com
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